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® HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 38-
EPHRAIM RICH HOUSE HABS No. MA-TLT
Location:: Pump Log Point, at the end of Ryder Beach Road.
Truro.
Barnstable County.
Massachusetts.
Present Owner: My, and Mrs. James Moynahan.
12 Rockledge Road.
Newton Highlands, Massachusetts 02161.
Present Occupant: Mr. and Mrs. James Moyahan.
Present Use: Summer residence,
Significance: This is a Cape Cod "double house", S5 bay exterior,

located within the proposed Cape Cod National Sea-
shore, It is typical of the type built on Cape Cod
in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

PAST I, HISTCRICAL inFCIATICA

.

Cricinal and subseouerw cwners  wr, 35ilas Clars, wWellfleet Attorney, who

tas rade a study of some of the Titles in Lhis area, repcris that
. Y * AR +
Zphrainm Hich, Jr, received {'ie property from fhe heirs of chpraim

A

Rich, varsh UL, 1230, Eph. Rich Jr, sold to Roxanre Paine 1174,
and Asa C, Pain., her husban! ::nveyed Lo zetsy Myrick., Che conw
veyed Lo John Myrick and his heirs cormveyed to pressii cwmer,

ir. scynahan's informaticn is that the houss was duiit for iphraim Rich
oy Zaccheus Hich. He sald he oought the progerty from Josalyn Freeman
ir 1G47. JSohn Myrick laft house to warren Freenan, according to the

Fresenl Cwher,

Date of erecticn About, 133C.

architect Unknown.
C Builder Verbal traciiicon. shows Zaccreus dizh is suilller,

Crisinn]l nlans bNcne xnown Lo exist,
2 B

. . - s \ . -~ 7
Altzrations and additions Ictericr has vesn altered, ana 1 1/2 stary ell
was szoded Lo Mouse ab indeterminable dates. Ditto, northwest room,
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Historical events ccnnected with structure lbone discovered to date. rhe
Rich family however was very influential on this part of the Cape
in the early days of its develorrent.

Important cld views None.

Sources of Informaticn Presert owner; 3ilas Clark, Attorney, Wellfleet.

Likely sources not yet investigated The Trurc Town Records and the
Sarnstabdle Jounty necords could Le checked to determine more
information regarding date of erecticn. The records at Barn—
stable however are incomplete prior to 1827 because of a court-
house fire,

PR N/ / y) : A
Prepared by o7 -/ ., 0 o/ MFTT

Charles S, Dotts, Architect
HABS Cape Cod Swrvey 1
August 22, 1960
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PART II, ARCHITECTURAL INFCRMATICN

GINZRAL STATEMENT

Architectural interest and merlt This is a one ard a half story Cape
Cod "double house®, 5 bay frent, located within the area of the
proposed Cape Cod Naticnal Seashore., It is typical of this type
of rcouse ouilt on the Cape during the early i9th century, and
follows, in general, the earlier 13th century house,

Condition of fabric Fair., Owrer however is in the grocess of restoring
parts of the structure and preserving other parts,

THE ZXTIRIOR

Overall dimensions <2'-6" north and south, 30'-C" east and west; north-
east ell, 13'=5" x 20'-3"; n,west ell 10'-4" x 12'-2",
Foundations 3rick.

Wall constructien Horizontal plank sheathing on posts, heavy frame con~
struction. Posts are about 6 x 6 inches. Exterior is covered with
clagpboards on the south front and with shingles on other sides,
Clapboard exposed 3 1/4" ard shingles exposed 5" to weather,

Fcrches, stcops Mone,

Chimneys  Reouilt chizmney, brick, over center of house, but part above
roof is missing, Rear ell has high narrow chimney, brick .

Openings -~ docrways and doors.
& panel wood docr with 4 light transom at front entrance and rear
entrance,

windows gnd sh utters Provably origiral wcod sash double hung windows,
with /6 light 63 X 83 first floor ard gable erds of house, second
floor.

Hoof -~ shape, covering, construction Gabled, pitched roof with wooden
shingles, Roof construction is of wood trusses, 3 1/2"% x 6", with
horizontal roofing ovoards 1" thick and random widths, 6 to 17%.
Trusses rest on top plates aoout 7 x 7 inches,

cornice - eaves Houlded wood GOX cornice, nmarrow eaves,

dormers - cupolas None,
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. INTERIOR
Floor plans Like similar hcuses on Cape Cod, this 5 bay '"double house
"has a central door in the south or main front. It is flarnked by
two wikndow rooms at the east and the west, The doorway leads into
an entry with doors to the east and the west rooms, The rear of the
entry is now a closet, although in some of the similar houses, this
wag the location of the stair to the secomd floor. There is no
evidence of a stair having been placed there.

A small room with tuilt in shelves, wocd, is located at the rear
of the east room, and this was probably a bultery. HNext to this is
a hall leading to an addition at the rear, east side. The stairs to
the second floor lead off of this rear additien, although originally
it is believed that the stair entrance was off of the east room. They
are thus reversed from the original run. West of this hall is a small
bed room, and next to it, and back of the west front room is a small
room now used as a library., Another bed room is located in an ell
at the west of the house,

The one and a half story ell at the rear is composed of one large
room on the first flcor, and cne on the second floor, with stairs
leading to it in the north west corner of the ell.

The second fleor has beenchanged ty t he present owner

Stairways Wooden, narrow, short run,
Flooring Random width pind boards (11" to 12%),
. Wall and ceiling finish Flastered walls and ceiiings, with wood wainscotiang

to window stocl height in the east and west front fooms. Plastered
walls and vertical boarcds elsewhere,

Doorways and doors 4 and 6 panel intericr doors.

Trim Mitered molded trim arocurd doors and windows; zocd fireplace wall
paneling on west wall of east room and east wall of ~est room, frerk,

Hardware Some old type, e.g. cupooard hinges and catches; some modern,
Lighting derosene ilamps.

Heating None. Fireplaces have been blocked.

SITE

Crientation House faces southwest in cleared area among sand dunes and

- marsh grass, Tnis is a lonely spot and this house with two or three
others is "at the erd of the rcad",
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. Znclosures Nene.

utbuildings Small privy east of hLouse,

Walks, driveways There %: - four foot wids =@ Bbble i selw onthe
south, east and west sides .I tii2 howse, The driveway emds ir 2
parking space in the front yard.

Landscaping FPractically none. Very little lawn ani shruohery.

Prepared by ' g /
Charles 3. Dotts, Arcioitect
FABS Cape Cod Survey I
August 22, 196C

References:

leasured Irawings, HASS Cape Cod 3urvey I, Swmer 1960, Eastham Field
Office,



